
 

   

 

 

 

Logo for Rakaipaaka: 
We have had some interest and 
submissions of Artwork to be considered 
for our new Logo. However, due to the 
COVID – 19 lockdown period we are 
extending the close date of the Request 
for Proposal to Commission our new 
Logo and the closing date for 
submissions has pushed out to Thursday 
30th July 2020". 

 

Project Coordinator Vacancy re-opened: 

We have also re-opened applications for 

the Project Co-ordinator position that is 

currently available. 

All applications can be sent to our 

Transition Manager Johnina Symes. 

PO Box 106, Nuhaka 4165 or 

Email: johnina@ngatirakaipaaka.iwi.nz 
 

Issue 

FIVE 

sletter 

In this edition you will see >>> 

New Logo for Rakaipaaka and 

Vacancy Update! 

We are looking at a 

revamp of the  current office building! 

 

1. Proposed Nuhaka Business Hub 
kaupapa 

2. COVID-19 Lockdown Stories 
3. Monthly Receipe – Kanga Kopiro 
4. Mangaone Caves Historical Korero 
5. Tatau Tatau o Te Wairoa PSGE Up-

date 
6. We want to publish a Whakatauki 

each month that our Kai Korero used 
and currently use 

A comprehensive appraisal and justification for the 
establishment of a Rakaaipaaka Community 
Business and Emergency Hub including options, 
benefits and costs is currently under construction. 
This Hub intends to provide work/service and 
community space as a central point to meet 
whanau aspirations . 
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Whanau Focus 
Points – Strategic 
Pou 

Outcomes Proposed Activities / Projects 

Manaaki Whanau − Health care services – we 
are made up of a 
connected network of 
healthy, strong and 
nurturing whanau;  

− Practicing our Ngati 
Rakaipaakatanga – we 
are te reo experts, living 
our tikanga, serving our 
Marae and keeping our 
identity strong; 

− Economically sustainable 
– we are provided 
opportunities to achieve 
financial security and 
freedom to enable our 
future well-being; 

− Our Taiao is thriving – our 
Taiao is protected and 
enhanced and our 
whanau are practicing our 
matauranga  Maori in our 
wai and in, around, on our 
whenua and thriving as 
kaitiaki. 

Whanau said they want to be supported to have: 
 
Increased incomes, own their  homes; successful 
businesses and increased productivity; Maori Land 
initiatives; utilise local rohe kainga natural resources; toi 
maori, specialist kai dishes; establish a Marae whakairo 
restoration, kaitiakitanga, Maintenance, Secure 
Governance models, Business ventures and provide 
forums for whakapapa, tikanga, kawa and historical 
korero initiatives; A facility to support whanau struggling 
with taru kino, me te ngangara “P” by the establishment 
of a Detox and Rehabilitation facility in Nuhaka; Support 
initiatives for te Taiao, e.g. pest management, riparian 
planting, fencing, cleaning up our awa and tributary 
waterways and monitoring those and offered to Schools 
and other Educational Institutes throughout the Motu; 
Establishing a native plant nursery to provide for riparian 
planting and reintroduction of native plants in and around 
our village environs; 

➢ Establishing village walkways and seating areas; 
➢ Setting up local tourism to include, nature walks, history 

of our Rohe kainga, cultural experiences tailored to both 
overseas and New Zealand tourists and Schools and other 
Educational Institutes throughout the Motu; 

➢ Health checks, assessments, monitoring whanau health 
situations and providing access to care as needed and 
health services, establishing a database of whanau health 
situations and providing healthy eating and activity 
programmes. 

Whai Rawa 

Taiao 

Ngati 
Rakaipaakatanga 

Ropu me te Tari 
Whakahaere 

 



 

  
Covid-19 Care 
& Welfare 
Packs 

Ngati Rakaipaakatangi - Tangihanga  

Thank you to our 

Rakaipaaka volunteers 

During the COVID-19 lockdown we 

were able to call on some volunteers to 

help distribute the donated welfare and 

care packs.  

We want to acknowledge and say 

thank you to all that were able to take 

precious time away from their whanau 

and safe bubbles to pick up, prepare 

and distribute these packs. 

Special Thank you to all of our hapoori  

Volunteers, we would not have been 

able to do this without you 

 

 

Te Iwi o Rakaipaaka appreciates all  

acknowledgements  they received for  
the distribution of welfare and care 
packs that were donated during the 
Covid 19 lockdown period.   However 
we would also like to take this 
opportuntity to respectfully 
acknowledge our Wairoa Tihei Mauri 
Ora Hub who managed to get all the 
resources for our whole Wairoa rohe. 

These resources were donated  
by a number of awesome people, 
local organisations, Businesses and 
Iwi.  A full explanation is below and a 
few pictures of our whanau receiving 
packs and our volunteers, packing for 
distribution to our hapoori whanau.  

 

 

 

Although our tikanga was compromised when our 
Rangatira, Patriarch of the Mormon Hahi passed, his 
whanau would like to invite you all to the following 
events: 
Poroporoaki will be held at Kahungunu Marae, Nuhaka 
on Friday 10th July 2020 at 6.30pm. 
   
Memorial Service will be held at Nuhaka Chapel on 
Saturday 11th July 2020 at 10.00am. 
 
Hakaari afterwards. Nau mai haere mai 

NGO’s – Kahungunu Executive; Te Whare 
Maire o Tapuwae; Age Concern Wairoa; 
Enabled Wairoa 
Local & Central Government Agencies: 
Probation Services. The Police. Civil 
Defense. Wairoa District Council. Te Puni 
Kokiri: Ministry of Social Development: MPI: 
MBIE 
Businesses: Tyndall, Watties, and many 
more 
Iwi: Tatau Tatau o Te Wairoa Trust; Ngati 
Kahungunu Iwi Incorporated; Ngati 
Pahawera Development Trust; - and our 
local Nuhaka Store 

And last but not least, all our Hapoori 
Resilience Hubs; Including Nuhaka who are 
ensuring our own hapoori whanau are 
receiving resources and not in need – The 
other Hubs are based in; Waikaremoana, 
Mahia, Whakai, Iwitea, Frasertown, Ruakituri, 
Mohaka/Ruapunga and in the Wairoa 
township. 
 
 

Nga Manaakitanga 

Margaret 
Elizabeth 
Hayward 

We were able to  
spend a little time  
with Margaret and 
her whanau at their home in Nuhaka –  At 
the old Presbyterian Manse on Wai Street 
in Nuhaka before her final service held on 
Tuesday 16th June 2020. You will always be 
remembered as a most loving, nurturing 
and caring kaiawhina to everyone whose 
lives you left such an awesome impression 
on during their time at Nuhaka School life 
you were a part of. 
"Na reira, e te taonga, e Kui, haere e te 

manaakitanga o te Kaihanga, haere haere 

haere atu ra" 



 

 

  

 

 

Management of the Caves 

History of Caves 
 
The Reserve was first gazetted as Nūhaka Caves Reserve in 1904, following a 
recommendation to the Government to resume for scenic purposes under 
the Land act, about 2 acres…to cover the lately discovered limestone caves. 
 
The then Minister accepted this recommendation in 1904. The Surveyor 
General recommended that the CCL at Napier negotiate with S.W. Black to 
find a suitable arrangement which would avoid the need for compulsory 
acquisition of the land. 
No opportunity was made on behalf of the recommendation to visit the site 
and LS staff failed to make a comprehensive evaluation of the land site to 
consider the potential historic value of the land to tangata whenua. It has 
been confirmed that local iwi do have historical attachments to the caves, 
and that the caves have specific significance to various korero of Rakaipaaka. 

 

"We want to give you a bit of korero about some of our awesome Taonga" 

The Nūhaka Caves Reserve was neglected by Lands and Survey (LS) staff soon 
after it was acquired. In1959, Napier’s Field Officer inspected the caves for the 
first time in several decades. He concluded that the “cave is not extensive 
enough to warrant expenditure of any monies, nor would it be of particular 
interest to the general public”. It was clear that neglect of previous times would 
continue, but the resumption of inspections highlighted other problems at the 
site. The Public Works Department had taken nearby land from its Pākehā 
owners sometime after 1928 and had used it as a quarry for road material. 
The workings had extended close enough to the reserve to encroach upon the 
access road, and the Field Officer feared that they could affect the underlying 
geology.   
By the late 1970s although there was legal access, use of the caves had 
declined. 
There was sufficient access for negative forms of public use at the caves. 
Unfortunately the area has been vandalised, stalactites have been broken off 
everywhere, and names inscribed wherever possible. This has been happening 
ever since the early 1900s.       
 
Although the land had been reserved in 1905, it had not been upgraded to a 
scenic reserve. Therefore it had ambiguous status under 1970s legislation. The 
Commissioner of Crown Lands (CCL) at Napier requested that an investigation 
be completed, prior to an application for reserve (re)establishment. The 
Director- General of Lands instructed that the application be made direct to the 
Minister and that a study be completed later. 
Stating the need to unambiguously protect the caves from vandalism and 
increasing use by cavers, the application was approved in early 1978 1. After the 
reserve was gazetted, LS Scenic and Allied Reserves Committee were 
disestablished, so no investigation was commissioned. Three years later, the 
reserve was reclassified and re-gazetted as a scenic reserve. 
 

The first full inspection was in December 1904, the 
District Surveyor was not impressed. 
“I went through the caves and was much disappointed 
in them; they are small, wet and dirty and present the 
appearance of being simply cracks in the limestone, 
with a few stalactites and less stalagmites. In my 
opinion they are scarcely worth preserving”. 
 
This was a differing view from a newspaper review in 
the Auckland Herald in 1906, which said they were 
‘magnificent caves’ and five hours exploration had 
failed to find their limits. 
This statement is supported by present day caving 
guides who say, while the caves are not of the same 
magnitude as the Waitomo Caves they are still quite 
extensive, one experienced caver said he had covered 
6 to 7 kilometres of caves network. 
 

"Mangaone Caves and its precious history" 

 

With this change in status, Lands and Survey were 
obligated to develop a management plan for the 
reserve. In 1982 a Draft Management Plan for 
Mangaone Caves Scenic Reserve was put out to the 
public for consultation. The scope of the 
management plan was very limited, which was 
restricted to policies for, and the development of, 
facilities. From 1984, access ways, fencing and 
interpretative materials were developed within the 
reserve. The Conservation Management Strategy for 
the East Coast reports that the “caves offer unique 
recreational opportunities for schools and 
inexperienced groups. “They also have public 
awareness potential. There is acknowledgement of 
the interests of Rakaipaaka in the caves, the iwi 
would be concerned that “other threats” which were 
identified for the caves included “serious vandalism 
(removal of calcite formations)”. 
 
Grievances 

• Our Rakaipaaka taonga was not protected; 
the caves were subjected to vandalism from 
the public, and neglect. 

• No further research was undertaken of the 
historical importance of the caves to 
Rakaipaaka. 

• No consideration for tangata whenua at the 
time of the reserves creation. 

 

 

Management Plans 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We want to share a whakatauki each month 

and would love to record these for our 

future generations. 

 

You may remember your koro having a 

specific whakatauki when they had their 

whaikorero. We would love for you to share 

these with us so they are not forgotten. 

 

 

          

Receipe... Monthly 

Send us your stories that you might want to share with the wider Ngati 

Rakaipaaka Whanau Whanui by the 10th of each month and we will 

publish them in our next Panui edition. 

 

12 Ngatirangi St, SH2, Nuhaka 4198 

PO Box 106, Nuhaka 4165 

Email: info@ngatirakaipaaka.iwi.nz 

 

All documents mentioned in this document as available upon request. 

 
 

Contact us: 06 8378 885  www.ngatirakaipaaka.iwi.nz 
www.ngatirakaipaaka.iwi.nz 
 

Whakatauki 

Tātau Tātau o Te Wairoa (TToTW) – PSGE Up-date 
DSP Properties  
As TToTW enters an important part of our settlement journey with the return of properties from the crown. Operations were designing a set of 
flow charts to explain the valuation and purchase processes, as well as a project tool to track actions. Directors discussed how they would 
support the process to ensure that kāhui were kept informed. The properties had been organised into three types, commercial, residential 
and rural. This would be helpful to the kāhui with shared interests in these properties to form joint entities.  
 
Belgrave Report on Te Urewera  
Michael Belgrave at Massey University has completed the draft report into our interests in Te Urewera. The original committee will be 
reconvened to review the report before finalising.  
 
Wairoa Horticultural Hub  
The trust has partnered with the HB Regional Council, Ngāti Pāhauwera and WDC to submit a proposal to the PGF to establish a 
horticultural hub in Wairoa. The proposal included a 10 hectare trial orchard that Tātau Tātau would provide, a horticulture advisory service 
to assist landowners, and a Māori land advisory service for Māori land trusts and farms. The aim is to eventually develop 150 hectares of 
orchards to justify a post-harvest facility and provide over 300 jobs. The proposal is still with the Provincial Development Unit. 
 
Wairoa Recovery Plan  
TToTW have been working with Ngāti Pāhauwera and Wairoa District Council to develop a recovery plan for Wairoa. The plan provided a 
platform in which we could present shovel ready projects as requested by government, and empowerment projects that were about the long-
term resilience of Wairoa. The process highlighted the amount of great ideas from many Māori and NGO organisations, and the need for 
support to develop these into business cases.   Rakaipaaka is featured on page 52 of the report – check it out. 
 
TToTW Charitable Trust  
The trust has been approved charitable status. This will allow the trust to distribute costs, that would normally be expended on activities 
aimed at benefiting whānau, to the charity and claim income tax and Māori authority tax credits. Effectively furthering every dollar spent by 
13%. 
 

That’s all for now, further updates will be provided in next months panui – Naku iti noa, na Graeme Symes your Ngati Rakaipaaka 
Representative 
 
 

Kanga Kopiro – Rotten Corn – A delicacy apparently? 

 
We would love to receive receipes from you. Please contact us to share your 

favourite receipes with Te Iwi o Rakaipaaka. Send to info@ngatirakaipaaka.iwi.nz  
 
Ingredient 
10 maize corn cobs 
Sugar bag 
 
 

Method 
Place maize corn cobs in a sugar bag and place 
in a spring or running stream for approx. 3 months 
or until rotten. 
This can be achieved within a container at home but the 
Water must be changed daily. 
Miri kernels off cobs. 
Boil kernels for approx. 1 hr and serve with sugar and cream. 
 
 
 

 
Method 
Place maize corn cobs in a sugar bag and place in a spring or running 
stream for approx. 3 months or until rotten. 
This can be achieved within a container at home but the water must 
be changed daily. 
Miri kernels off cobs. 
Boil kernels for approx. 1 hr and serve with sugar and cream. 

 
 

Nuhaka 
School 

During the COVID-19 
lockdown staff from 
Nuhaka School continued 
to provide for our 
Tamariki.  
In the box was plants for 
backyard Maara 
establishment, 
Schoolwork and Healthy 
school lunches so our 
tamariki continued to be 
engaged in their learning 
– Well done Nuhaka 
School 
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